Public Service Bill.

fiable, the appellant might be made to |

pay the costs of the appeal.

M=z. MORAN: Subclause 3 of Clause
65 apparently gave the board power to
impose a fine.

Tee PREMIER: Better give power to
make him pay the costs.

Amendment put and passed,

Mr. MORAN: The striking out of
Subclause 2 would be consequential ¥

Tae CHAIRMAN : Yes,

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 11 to 15--agreed to.

Clanse 16—Administrative Division,
Professional Division, Clerical Division,
General Division :

On motion by Mr. Morar, the words
“on the recommendation of the Com-
missioner " inserted after * Governor” in
Iine 3; and the clause as amended agreed
to

Clauge 17—S8alaries in Administrative
Division :

Mr. MORAN suggested an amend.
ment :

That the clause be struck out and the
following inserted in lien: *“ The officers in
the Administrative Division (except in the
caso. of officere paid at a specified rate by
virtue of any Act) shall be paid such salaries
as may be provided in the Appropriation Act.”
Why was the Professional Division in-
eluded with the Administrative Division
in regard to salaries according to the
Appropriation Act? TUnder Clause 17
the Adwministrative Division were not
graded and classified like other portions
of the service; but in the Clerical
Division there were grade and classifica-
tion, and by another part of the Bill the
Commissioner was allowed to grade and
classify the Professional Diviston.

Tae Premier: It appeared to be a
clerical error.

On wotion by the PrREMIER, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 37 minutes
past 10 o'clock, until 730 on the next
evening.
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Taeg SPEAKER took the Chair at
730 o’clock, p.n.

PraYERS,

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Peemier: Ezpenditure of
£278,318, details moved for by Dr. Ellis.

ORDER OF BUSINESS, MOTIONS,

Mz. THOMARS asked the Premier
(without notice) : Is to-day set apart for
private members’ business ? and if so, why
38 Qrder of the Day No. 10 (Increase of
psyment to members, adjourned debate
on Mr. Henshaw’s mohon) not put in
front of public Bills ?

Tre SPEAKER: The member could
raise the question as a matter of privilege ;
but he counld not unticipate anything on
the Notice Paper in any way.

Tee PREMIER replied to the ques-
tion: The debate on the motion of the
member for Collie (increase of payment
to members) occupied its present position
because it had become an Order of the
Day and was teking its place with the
other Orders of the Day. As far as his
experience of purliamentary procedure
went, it was the custom, immediately a
motionreached the adjournment stage, to
allow it to take its place with the other
Orders of the Day. In this matter he
had simply acted on the precedent
created during his past term in Parlia.
ment.

Mge. THoMas: The Premier could alter
the Orders of the Day.

TRANS-AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY, LANDS
ADJACENT TO BE RESERVED.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish) s

I move that the Standing Orders be sus-
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pended, for the purpose of enabling me
to move the following motion :—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should at once reserve from sale
all rural Crown lands for 25 mileson each side
of the proposed route of the Trans-Awstralian
Railway, between Kalgoorlie and the eastern
boundary of the State, with a view to facili-
tating the construction of the said railway;
and that the Prime Ministor of the Common-
wealth be so advised,

Mr. GREGORY : I second the motion.

Question passed, and the Standing
Orders suspended.

Tee PREMIER: I now move the
motion I have just read to the House;
and in doing this I may state, for the
information of hon. members, that at the
end of last week I received a telegraphic
communication from Mr. J. M. Fowler,
the member for Perth in the House of
Representatives, pointing out that the
reservation of land along this line of
railway would facilitate the carrying of
the Survey Bill through the Federal Parlia-
ment. This telegram was immediately
referred to the Minister for Lands, and
he recommended that Cabinet should
endorse the temporary reservation of
land from sale along that proposed line.
Cabinet at once adopted his proposal; so
that at the present moment the Govern-
ment have already temporarily reserved
from sale land along that route. Yesterday
I received, too late to bring it before th_e
House, the following telegram from Sir
John Forrest;— .

ReRailway Survey.—Please consider whether
you can approve and pass through Parliament
the following resolution :—* That the Govern-
ment of the Commonwealth should be informed
that this Government agrees to reserve from
sale all rural Crown lands for 25 miles on each
side of the proposed route for the railway, from
Kalgoorlia to the eastern boandary of the
State, for such time as the Commonwealth
Government may consider necessary, with
a view to suoch lands being available for
negotiation between thia Government and the
Commonwealth Government, should the con-
struction of the railway be approved by the
Commonwealth Parliament.” Tf you could do
this at once, it would greatly helpus in gatting
the Survey Bill through. In my opinion,
there is not the least objection to your doing
this, as it will not interfere with leasing for
mining or pastoral purposes, or with selling of
town lots. If you approve, wire to the Prime
Minister and to me at once.

I have not felt justified in moving the
motion precisely on the lines suggested
by that telegram but it seemed to me

to Reeerve Lands.

desirable that the Commonwealth author-
ities should be informed of the precise
position, and should be aware that this
fand had been reserved. Likewise it
seemed strongly desirable that the Gov-
ernment in their action should have the
sanction of Parliament; becuuse when
the sanction of Parliament has heen given
to the course the (Government have
taken, it will be necessary, before the
reservations can be withdrawn, having
been made with the sanction of Parlia-
ment, that the sanction to withdraw
shall be given by Parliament. The
reservation will be of & temporury
character, and will require to be undone
by Parliament instead of being liable
to be undone by the Ministry of the day.
I think members will agree, therefore,
that there is considerable justification
for this course. We must recognise that
there is strong need for action of this
description, seeing that the sane request
for the reservation of the lands has come
from two of our representatives who sit
on different sides of the Kederul Par.
liament. Tt is obvious, therefore, that
the request has not been made for the
purpose of serving either one party or
the other. It no doubt was required,
apart from party purposes. In regard
to the proposal that we should make
this reservation for such time as the
Commonwealth Government desire, I
am not prepared to recommend or pro-
pose the carrying of a motion to that
effect, neither am I prepared to recom-
mend the House to carry a motion
invitieg the opening up of negotiations
in regard to this land by the Common-
wealth Government; but T wish to point
out tv anyone favouring that course that
the mere reservation of the land will
enable the opening up of negotiations by
the Commonwealth Government, should
that Govermment desire to take steps in
that direction, and at the same time the
motion will not commit us to dealing
with this land in any particular way.
In view of the importance to the Stlate of
the carrying of the survey motion, and
in view of the similar tmportance of this
great railway following, I hope members
on both sides of the House will agree to
fall in with this proposition. Should it
be carried, I purpose moving that. the
resolution be transmitted to the Legisla-
tive Council, and their concurrence



Proms. Australian Raihoay :

requested in regard to it. I have plea-
sare in submilting the motion to the
consideration of the House.

Me. H. GREGORY (Menzies): I
have much pleasave in seconding and
supporting the motion introduced by the
Premier, and I fully concur that it would
be hardly advisable at this early stage to
paas such a motion as that suggested to
the Premier. I think the motion which
he has moved will better meet the case,
‘When members remember that all this
area will be open for leasing or for
mineral or pasioral purposes—

Mr. Burers: It has already been
reserved from that.

Me. GREGORY: Ok no. There is
n¢ intention, so far as the wotion is con.
cerned, of preventing within the reserved
area any spplications for mineral leases.
Whether the Grovernment have already
taken action with the view of preventing
pastoral leases being taken up, I do not
know. The passing of the motion will
have no effect of that kind at all. Tt is
to prevent any of the land being sold;
and I think wnder any circumstances,
whether we are prepared to negotiate
with the Commonwealth Government ox
not—and as far as I am concerned I
would be pleased that the Government of
the day should, at a later stage, negotiate
to some extent with the Commonwealth
Government—I do not think we shounld
be justitied in passing a motion through
the House that the GGovernment should
negotinte at this stage. In any case, it
will be a wise procedure on our part to
reserve all land along the route from
sale by the Government: and I hope
members on this side will cordially
indorse the action of the Premier and
enable the motion to be carried.

M=z. P. J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora):
Will the reservation apply to the per-
manent. line that is to Le constructed, or
merely to the survey ?

Tre Premigr: It applies to the land
already surveyed. Icannot state precisely
the line. The motion relates toihe sale
of the land, not the leasing of it.

Dr. ELLIS (Coolgardie): Has the
line of survey been arranged yet? As
far as I can make out, there are two
routes under discussion for the survey at
the present moment. There is the route
paseing close to Bucla, and another routs
pessing & few miles inland. In reserving
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the land, the Government will require to
have some idea whether they will reserve
on both roules or whether they will
reserve on only one. Personally I am in
favour of reserving all the land uatil we
know what we are doing, because any
land that may be taken up will be pur-
chased for speculative purposes. I think
it is advisable that all the land along
these routes should be absolutely reserved
from sale. I sbhould reserve all that
section of the seacoust, not limiting the
area to 25 miles. So far as this particular
section of the State is concerned, if there
is a chance of a seabourd being formed, it
would be wrong to sell the Jand at the
present moment, as it may be more valu-
able than we know now. There are two
lines which the survey may take; conse-
quently if there iy no interference with
the mineral leasing, which I personally
look on as very important, I can see no
harm in reserving the whole of the south-
eastern section of the State from sale at
the present time, for at present any land
which may be sold there will be bought
for speculative purposes.

Mz. A. A. HORAN (Yilgarn): In
common with other members of the
House I may say that no motion could
be passed which would give me greater
pleasure than the motion now before
members, and I wish to ask the Premier
a detail in conmection with it. The
motion states that all land within 25
miles of XKalgoorlie shall be reserved.
‘When the two trial surveys were made
they originated from Kanowna. The
Premier atates that all land 25 miles
from Kalgoorlie shall be reserved from
sale.

Tre Ministee #ok Mines: On either
side,

Mr. HORAN : That is assuming that
the line starts from Kalgoorlie, but the
original survey showed that it would
start from Kanowna. :

Mr. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas): I
do not think we are taking enough dis-
tance southward, on the side of the pro-
posed survey. I have read all the reports
that have been written on the subject,
and there is no doubt that the line of
route will be through the country in
which there is the best chunce of settle-
ment and of a return for the expenditure
necessary for the building of the line
For that renson I would like to see the
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‘Premier amend his motion to include a
greater distance, say 50 miles south of
Kulgoorlie, because there is practically
no land that would be alienated for agri-
cultural or pastoral purposes 25 miles on
either side of Kalgoorlie until one
approaches near Eucla or the coast. If
that line at any time be made farther
south—and there is a possibility of that
being done in keeping with the report of
Sir Jobn Forrest and Mr, Mason on that
country—then it would be necessary to
grant power to the G(overnment to
reserve farther land than they have
taken to themselves in the motion.
For that reason also [ would like to see the
Premierextend the araa farthersouth from
Kulgoorlte. Twenty-five miles north of
the route is enough, but let it be 50
wiles south, and he will include then the
whole of the country likely to be en-
banced in value because of the survey
and the railway being built. 1 hepe
algo that the Government will not, in
this coonectiom, continue the policy
adopted by their predecessors in office
by blocking that country from pastoral
leags. Goodness knows thut with the
-incurgion of the rabbits those people
have had enough difficulty to contend
with in the way of their pastoral leases;
and unless something is done soom, if
people are going to do any good with
-that land at all, and if that kmown
splendid pastoral country is to be of uny
.us¢ to Western Australin, the people
will have to take it up and fence it
within the next few years. Tet menhave
the chance of getting some rveturn for
their money. The late Government
blocked pastoral leases from being
granted in the neighbourhood of Eucla.
The then Premier, Mr. James, stated
that the Government did so¢ on account
+of the proposed Transcontinental Railway,
.and that they wanted to reserve that
land and not allow anyone to take it up
for specolative purposes. We are told
now this does not refer to pastoral leases,
.and I would like av assurance from the
Premier that as fur as that pastoral
country at present lying idle in the
Eucla division is concerned, they are
not poing to block settlement, and if
people have the courage to go there and
pay for u pastoral lease, they will he
.allowed to do it, o that the country will
be of some good. T would like him also
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to fall in with my suggestion that
country jnland is going to be protected
against sale, and that he will make the
motion stipulate 50 miles south of the
route from Kaulgoorlie to Eucla, instead
of 25 miles as proposed.

Tae PREMIER (in reply): I may
point out that this motion is introduced
to Parliament at the request of one of
our representativesin the Federal House,
who himself has specified 25 miles. We
have therefore adopted in the motion the
recommendation made to us. We want
this rootion to effect the purpose aimed
at. In regard to the distance of 25 or 50
miles, I am quite willing to assure mem-
bers who are in any doubt on the subject
that the Government have no intention
whitever of agreeing to the sale of land—
{MemMBERS : Hear, hear]—on that line of
route. I may tell members that the
reservution the Goverhment made on the
recommendation of ils Minister for Lands
was a reservation of 40 miles, und not 25;
but as this telegram has been written for
a specifie purpose, and the motion is intro-
duced toserve that purpose, the precise
distance named in the telegram has been
adopted. In reply to the member for
Dandas, I may say the question of
pastoral leases is not affected in any way
by this motion; and should applications
of the nature indicated reach the Govern-
ment, they will be dealt with on their
merits. I do not think it is necessary to
add anything to that statement.

Question put and passed.

Ou farther motion by the PREMIER,
resolution transmitted by message to the
Legislative Council, and concurrence
desired therein.

MOTION—HARDWOODS INQUIRY,
FOREIGN DEMAND FALLING-OFF.

M=. A. J. WILSON (Forreat) moved:

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into the causes affecting the falling-
off in the foreign demand for logal hardwoods.
He said: On the face of it, such a motion
should commend itself to this Chamber.
‘We are all unfortunately fawiliar with
the very serious falling-of which has
taken place in the demand for locul
hardwoods in fireign markets; and in
consequence unfortunately of that falling
off in the demand, between 750 and 1,000
men who had been employed in this
industry have been thrown out of work.
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Certainly some of these have been
engaged in other temporary employment,
which for the time being has somewhas,
relieved the strain that would otherwise
obtain in the labour market. Many of
them found their way down the Great
Southern line to the bark-splitting in-
dustry going on there at the present time,
but we have always to bear in mind that
this industry can only be carried on for a
period of about six months in the vear
and, as I am reminded, probably not quite
8o long as that. The time, I understand,
will cease during the month of November,
und consequently when that takes place
we may expect to again see a very com-
siderable number of men thrown into the
ranks of the unemployed of this State.
‘We regret the fulling-off in the demand
for our local timber and the consequent
dearth of employwent which has followed
in the wake of that falling-off. I think
members of this House will be agreed that |
the timber industry is by no menns one
of the least important industries of this
State, and if we ecna possibly do anything
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to ascertain what has been responsible for
this falling-off in the trade, it is the duty
of the House to do so, and, having found
it out, to try and iostitute a remedy for
the purpose of overcoming the evils.
Some have suggested—but it is a view
which T personally do not agree wilh—
that the people controlling the industry
at the present time bave mimply adopted .
these tactics for the purpose of securing -
some ulterior object. It does not seem to .
me feasgible that a company which has such
larye interests as this compuny, would be
guilty of closing down their revenue-
earning resources merely for the purpose
of satisfying some small or insignificant
caprice, or for the purpose of doing
some injury to the State, or to the credit
of the State, or to the workers engaged !
in that indastry, We must alwavs bear
in mind that the capital represented in
these mills which are lying idle is sume- |
thing enormous, and the number of horses *
to be kept by the company and fed is also ‘
a very considerable item in regard to this |

matter. There may be some revival in
trade, and in consequence of an antici-
pated or prospective revival it is not
possible for a big company of this kind
to dispose of the very large stock which it
husto maintain tn various parts forthe pur-
pose of carrying on its business. Viewing
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it from that standpoint, it seems to me we
are not justifird in coming to the con-
clusion that what has been done in regard
to this atter is some trick on the part
of the ' combine.” Butat the same time
the seriousness of the whole sitnation is
80 apparent and so appalling that it does
seem to me that we are justitied in at
least making some movement with a view
to inquirivg into the cause of this con-
dition of uffairs, and I am honestly of
opinion that the best way to do that 1s to
appoint a select committee of this House
for the purpose of making investigation
ag to the situation, and for that com-
mittee to make recommendations to this
Houge, I am not in a position to say it
would be possible for a select committee
to find out all it is necessary to Lknow
with regard to this matter. That will be
a matter on which the House will be
udvised by the committee appointed. It
may be necessary to go farther and col-
lect certain evidence probably beyond the
limits of this State. It may be necessury
to go further and appoint w royal com-
mission. It is well, perbaps, to remind
members that although there was a royal
commission in regard to the timber
industry some time ago, that commission
did not deal with this particular phase of
the question, because this phase of the
question has arisen since that commission
gent in ils report, and consequently was
one which could not and did not enguge
the attention of that commission. It
may be that a select committee will, at
any rate, find out the reason why this
falling-off has taken place. It may be
they will find that the falling-off in trade
has been occasioned by the fact that there
hus been excessive competition in hard-
woods from the Eastern States or other
portions of the world which are produced
at a lower cost and placed on the different
markets at o lower cost than we can pro-
duce our own hardwoods at in this State.
That may be found to be the reason, and
in that event inquiries muy be instituted
for the purpose of discovering whether,
for instance, the high freights which are
said to be charged for the carriage of
timber on our railways, or the high
wharfage dues which are charged for the
bandling of timber at our different ports,
are not, in some measure, responsible for
preventing these large orders coming to
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this State, and so affording employment
to people in the State.

Tae MirkTER FoR MINES: They have
not been increased, have they ?

ME. A. J. WILSON: That may be so,
but it does not necessarily foliow that
because they have not been incrensed they
are not too high. T am not eaying they
are too high. I am saying the com-
mittev may find its way clear and justi-
fiable to make some recommendation with
regard to that phase of the question. T
am not in a position to say what is the
cause of the falling-off in trade. If I
were, 1 should not want the House to
appoint a select committes to inquire into
the matter, but should simply place it
fairly and squavely before the Geovern-
ment, and expect them to take action,
The matter is not a new one, but has
been before the country for a considerable
time, T have approached the Govern-
ment and T know the Government have
been doicg all they possibly can to try
and remedy the evils which have followed
the closing down of mills in this State ;
but with the meagre information at their
disposal it has, so far, been impossible to
really institute any effective remedy for
the evils existing at the present time. If
a committee were appointed to go into
this matter, it would be able to find out,
by getting evidence, the actual origin of
the whole trouble, and would alse beable
to make recommendations to this House
and to the Glovernment of the day, so
that they may deal with the evils which,
I am pleased to suy, have, for the time
being, been more or less minimised owing
to other temporary avenues of employ-
ment being open, but which are bound to
occur when those temporary avenues
cease to employ the men at present
engaged. I therefore formally move the
wotion.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES AND
JUSTICE (Hon. R. Hastie): I do not
intend to oppose the appointment of the
committee; and if they caun accomplish
any of the objects indicated by the
motion, I shall be delighted to hear their
report. Candidly, I must admit that I
do not anticipate too much from their
inquirvies. That idea seems to have
occurred to the mover also; for he said
the committee might have tobe turned into
a royal commigsion, and that the com.
missmon might not be able to get the
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desired information in this country, and
might have to send abroad for it. The
position seems to be that the largest
supplier of West Australian timber is
the Millars company. The company have
their head office in London, from which
most of the West Australian orders are
received ; their representatives here are
solely dependent on the information they
get from the head office ; so 1 feel certain
that these representatives are not in a
position to give us all the information
the hon. member desires. However, if
he anticipates that any useful informa-
tion ‘will be obtained from the select
committee, I hope the House will appoint
a good committes, who will try to report
na soon as possible. I should like to.
refer to one remark of the hon. member—
that the reason our timber companies
cannot compete in the world's markets
may be our excessive railway freights. I
may say that wos one of the points dealt
mti; by the Forestry Commission, and by
myself n particular; for when on that
commission I tried my best to ascertain
whether any other country in the world
had lower timber freights than Western
Australia, But I could not find any such
country; and I think the hon. member
will be forced to the same conclugion as
I, that our railway timber freights are
the lowest in the world. A member
mentions coul. Qur coal freights are not
the lowest; for some other countries
charge the saume. As 'to wharfage
charges, I am nnable to say whether ours
are on a par with those of other countries;
but ¥ am bound to admit that T have not
hitherto heard them sertously objected
to. However, the information obtained
on inquiry will probably be useful to uvs;
and I hope we shall have it as soon as
possible.

Mr. N. J. MOORE (Bunbury): I
agree with the mover that the falling-off
in the timber trade is a serious matter;
and T am glad also to hear that the hon.
member does not inderse the opinion
advenced that certain mills have been
closed to satisfy the caprice of one com-
pany. I think it is recogniged by all
who take an interest in the timber trade
that the falling-off is largely due to the
competition of some of the new countries
now being opened up—the Philippine
Islands, Borneo, and other places—and
in my opinion to the greatly improved
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machinery now in use at Vancouver and
other parts of America, and no doubt to
the big stocks in hand. It is due also to
the fact that English vestries and councils
are not using so much paving timber ns
they used some years ago. At the same
time, I should like to advance the opinion
that our timber freights are now too high.
-Two years ago the freizhts were greatly
increased ; and I think, considering the
present state of the market, they may well
be reduced. Moreover, the wharfage
charge is out of all proportion to the cost
of earning it. For instance, timber is
brought some 25 or 30 miles to the port
for about 2s. 6d. per ton; and yel 2s. 6d.
per ton is charged for hauling that swme
timber one mile from the railway station
to the ship's slings. Thatisabout 3s. 6d.
per load.

Mg. Diamoxnp:
wharfage ?

Mk. N. J. MOORE: That is wharfage.
In most places, with the exception of
Fremantle, where the wharfage ‘dues go
to the Harbour Trust, they go to the
Railway Department, and are credited to
the departinent and not to the port
which earns the wharfage.

MemBER: The railways are now run
on business lines.

Me. N. J. MOORE: I think an
alteration should be made, so that where
wharfage is earmed by any particnlar
port, that port should be credited with
the wharfage.

Tuae MinisTER FOrR MinEs: And then
you would not ask for a decrease in the
wharfage charges ?

Mr. N. J. MOORE: Yes; if they
were g0 high as to affect the timber
trade. As to the company who have
closed certain mills, it is well known to
a considerzble number of people that the
company have not only closed wills, but
have reduced the salaries of all their
principal employees; thus showing a
recognition of the absolute necessity for
trading on the most economical basis.

Lagoue MEwBER: Managers’' sdlaries
as well P

Me. N. J. MOORE: Yes; on a sliding
scale: 20 per cent. off the £1,000 salury,
down to three per cent. off the £150
salary.

Dr. E1ris: What ubout the directors ?

Me. N. J. MOORE: I believe they
have altogether dispensed with local

Does that include
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directors. I understand the local director
has resigned. From this it is evident
that the company intend to do all they
can to reduce expenses. I do not know
that the select committee will be able to
get very much evidence; but the com-
mittee can do no harm, and therefore I
hope the motion will meet with support.

Question put and passed.

Belect committee appointed, comprising
Mr. Hayward, Mr. Horan, Mr. Keyser,
and Mr. N. J. Moore, with Mr. A. J.
Wilson as mover; to report on the Srd
November.

MOTION—COAL REPORTED AT
CARNARVON, INQUIRY.

Me. H. GREGORY (Menzies) moved :

That, in the opinion [of this House, a Com-
mission should be appointed to inquire into
the reported discovery of conl in the Carnar-
von district.
There was no desire that a Royal Com-
mission should be appointed; but a
magistrate with powers to take evidence
on oath, or a geologist with the same
powers, should be sent to the Carnarvon
district because of certain rumours in
reference to the discovery of coal in that
district. He was first informed that a
Government bore when being put down
at Carnarvon had passed through a rich
seam of coul at a depth of 1,000 feet.
There were ramours a}so that theve had
been a discovery of coal in a bhore put
down by Mr. Butcher; and there was a
farther report, which was made very
public, that some distance inland there
had been a discovery of coal at a shallow
depth. Knowing that wonderfully rich
iron deposits exist in that country, and
also that the district was carboniferous,
it would be wise if some special informa-
tion were obtained by the Government,
not only in reference to the reported dis-
coveries, but also in reference to the
mineral wealth of the district. It was
his intention to withdraw the motion on
an assurance from the Minister for Mines
that at the earliest opportunity a geolo-
gist would be sent up to Carnarvon with
a view to confirming or repudiating the
romours that had been current some
time. . Efforts were being made to induce
people to invest money on these reported
discoveries, and i1t should be within the
province of the Mines Depariment to

make inquiries into the matter as speedily
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an'possible. It wasknown that the Geo-
logical Department was short-handed at
present, and that it would be impossible
to make a systematic investigation of the
district now ; but having heard from the
Grovernment Geologist that in the ranges
in the Carparvon district there were the
richest iron deposits in the world, and
knowing that the country was <car-
boniferous, he thought we should have
definite information with regard to these
reported discoveries at the earliest oppor-
tunity. After the Minister had replied,
with the comcurrence of the House he
would withdraw the motion.

Mz. A. J. DIAMOND seconded the
motion.

Tar MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
R. Hastie) was pleased that the member
for Menzies did pot propose that a Royal
Commission should be appointed to con.
sider the question. We should not be
called upon to appoint Royal Commis-
sions upon every question thut came up,
more especially when it was a question
regarding geology. At the present time
poople in a dozen places in the State
ware anxious to pet the Government
Geologist to go and tell them whether
they had ecoal anywhere within their
borders; but, obviously, it would be
impossible to send a geologist to every
district, unless we had in the service of
the State at least four or five additional
geologiste. In reference to Carnarvon,
some boring had recently been carried on
there. One bore went down to n depth
of 2,474 feet, and the Geological Depart-
ment spid in reference to this: * The
records of the strata passed through by
the bora up to a depth of 2474 feet have
been filed in the office. No coal, however,
wag met with, or strata containing car
boniferous mutter.” Yet the member for
Menzies assured us that there was a
report thati, at a depih of 1,000 feet, this
bore went through a seam which was
seven feet thick.

Me. GrecorY denied having said so.
The Minister bad evidently heard the
report also.

Tue MINISTER had heard the same
report from the member for Gascoyne
{Mr. Butcher), who had farther informed
him that he heard the report from
Warden Finnerty, of Kalgoorlie. Warden
Finnerty, on being asked for a report,
replied to the effect that his informant
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“to Inquire.

evidenly considered the information to be
correct, but that this informant was then
outside the State. The warden evidently
did not attach any particular credence to
the report, because he only assured us
that the man who told him evidently
believed it. It need not be pointed out
to those who understood deep sinking or
boring that it was practicably impossible
to go through a 7ft: seam wt a depth of
1,600¢ft. without unybody knowing about
it. It was inconceivable; and if there
were unything in it, it was that the bore
went through something nearly as black
us coal; but he did not think it was
anything of the nature of coal. There
were other instances in which substances
resembling coal and indicetions of coal
had been found in the Carnarvon dis.
trict; and be bad already promised the
member for Guscoyne that, whenever a
geologist was available, one would be sent
to the district to see if there was any
reasonsable prospect of obtaining coul of a
good character. The same step would be
taken regarding other districts when there
was an opportunity of sending a geologist
to them. We had a tremendous area of
ground that might contain coal, and
several districts had already been visited
by a geologist. Carnarvon was a dis-
trict to which a peologist would be sent
as soon as ever his servicea were availnble. .
Mr. Maijtland, the Government Geologist,
would be back in Perth by the end of the
month, and he would be consulted to see
if there might be any chance of n dis-
covery being made in the Carnarvon dis-
trict, and also as to when a geologist
would be available for that district. He
hoped the member for Menzies would
accept this assurance and withdraw his
motion. )

Mr. 7. GREGORY (iv reply): The
assurance was all that he desired. Ap-
parently the Minister knew all about the
reports which were circuluted about the
House. A report was essiduously circu-
lated some years ago when a bore was being
put down to find artesian water and to
prove if the country were carboniferous
or not, it being stated that a discovery of
coal had been made, but had not been
reported to the Government. There was
vo degire for a Royal Commission to be
appointed. He simply wished, if any
credence were being given to the reports,
that o magistrate with power to take
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evidence on oath should go up and find *
out if there wereany truth iu the reports.
It was the duty of the Government, when -
reports were apread about and endeavours
were made to induce the public to invest
their money, to make investigations.
Knowing what value to Ausiralia the
discovery of coal in this district would
mean, the Government should assist
prospectors in sending a geologist to the
district.© He asked leave to withdraw
the motion. _

Motion by leave withdrawn.

NORTHERN BORDER, ADDITIONAL
PAPERS.

Mz . E. P. HENSHAW (Collie) |

moved :

* That there be laid on the table all corres- |

pondence between Mr. James and the Audit '
Department in connection with importations of
cattle by Messrs. Forrest, Emanuel, & Co. over

the Northerri Border, on which duty waa |

recovered and subsequently refunded.

On a previous occasion he had asked for
certnin pupers in connection with this
matter, and expected that all the corre-
spondence would be laid on the table.
Certain pupera were laid on the fable, and
on e¢xamination he found that the file had
‘been divided into two sections and only
one section dealing with a particular
‘phase of the question was laid on the
‘tuble. He desired the second section to
be laid on the tablé; and that section
‘dealt with the protest that was made by
the Auditor General against the refund
of certain duties.. The Audit Depart.
ment, during 1902, first raised the
question as to the evasion of certain
duties on the importation of cattle. The
matter was brought before Parliament
and a gelect committer appointed
to inquire into the question. That
committee made investigations and re-
ported that it wns a matter for the Crown
law authorities to take up. The report
was ndopted, and in December, 1902, the
Crown law authorities recovered from
two of the firms—Forrest, Emanuel, &
Co., and Conuor, Doberty, and Durack—
a sum approxiniating, in round figures,
to £500. The strange part of the
matter was that almost immediately
after the amount had been recovered by
the .Crown law authorities a portion of
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the amount, roughly one-hulf, was re-
funded to the firms named. The Auditor
General made a spirited protest and
questioned the legality of the refund.
He (Mr. Henshaw) did not kuoow

. if that had a direct bearing on the ques-

tion or not, but shortly after this the
Auditor General was retired. Seeing
that the Aunditor (eneral was respoosible
to Parliament, members should have a
full koowledge of the correspondence
that took place between the Auditor
General and the late Premier (Mr.
James) in counection with the matter.

' .« Members had a right to kmow for what
PAPERS—CATTLE IMPORTED OVER

reason the money was refunded; there-
fore he moved the motion.

Mr. W. NELSON (Hannans) seconded
the motion.

TeE SPEAKER: The House had
already ordered that all papers in con-
nection with the matter be laid on the
table. If that bad not been dome, the

‘hon. member’s proper course was to
' bring forward the matter as a question

of privilege. The motion could not be
put, as already a similar motion had
been adopted by the House.

M=e. Hensuaw : There were two phases
of the question, and the papers having
been divided into two files, he had ex-
pected the whole of them.

Tre SPEAKER: The House had
alreudy ordered that the papers be laid
on the table. If the hon. member had
reason to believe that some papers in
connection with the matter had not been
laid on the table, he should have brought
the matter forward in the way indicated.
Under the Standing Orders, the motion
could not be put. -

Tee PREMIER asked leave to make
a statement. When the previous motion
on the subject was carried, he in ovdinary
course called for the papers from the
department where they chaunced to be,
and having obtained them he placed
them on the table of the House in the
usual fashion. The member for Collie
subsequently informed him that the file
was not complete. He told the hon,
member that to the best of his knowledge
the file was complete, and that he had
already laid on the table all the papers
in the matter that had been brought to
him. He wae not aware of the existence
of any papers other than those forwarded
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if the member would drop him 2 line,
to look into the gquestion and endeavour
to ascertain if there were other papers
relevant to the issue. The hon. member
did write to him, and inquiries were
made which resulted in another file of
papers being forthcoming. These papers
arose out of the original papers that had
already been laid on the table, but they
were regarded as not being relevant to
the issue out of which the original papers
arose. The papers were jn his posses-
sion, and he bad informed the hob.
member that he was willing, without
farther motion, to lay them on the table
and intended todo so. The hon. memnber
however bad already given notice of
the motion, but he (the Premier) was
not aware of that at the time. He
recognised that members, wherever they
might sit, had the full right, when the
House demanded the production of
papers, to see that they were produced.
He wished to make an explanation in
regard to the statement that possibly
this correspondence had something to do
with the retirement of the late Auditor
General. He (the Premier) was not
responsible for the retirement of that
officer ; but he did not for a moment hold
the opinion that the correspondence which
he was about to place on the table in auny
way led up to or was connected with the
retirement of the late Auditor General. It
was his duty to make that statement on
behalf of the gentleman who preceded
him in office. He would hand the papers
to the Clerk, to be placed on the table.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.
Schedule of amendments made by the
Legislative Council considered.

1IN COMMITTEE.

Mgr. BatH in the Chair; the MinisTER
FoR RaILways aND LaBoOUR in charge of
the Bill.

No. 1—Clause 2, Subelause (2), line 4,
strike out * twenty-five” and insert * one
hundred ”:

Tre MINISTER moved that the
amendment be not agreed to. In the
event of the amount being increased from
£25 to £100 that would mean an increase
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in Comumilties.

However he had promised, ; in the contributions of members of

friendly societies. Some friendly societies
might elect to pay the higher amouut,
which would cause competition amongst
other societies, and in the event of many
claime being made, a society might not
be able to meet those claims; therefore
it was not desirable to provide for the
larger amount. It seemed strange that
two years ago the Legislative Council

sed o measure somewhat siwmilar to
the present Bill providing that only one
amount of £25 should ba paid; while
the present Bill provided that the
amount of £25 could be paid not from
ono fund alone, but from different
funds. The amendment would necessarily
mean that the contributions would be
increased, and if contributions were in-
creased in friendly societies at present,
that would preventa considerable number
of members from remaining in those
societies: therefore it would not be wise
to increase the contributions.

Mr. GREGQRY : One could not under-
stand the objections raised by the Minis-
ter in saying that if this amendment
were allowed to remain, a lot of people
would not be able to join friendly
societies. Friendly societies could make
the payment as small as they chose. If
the Minister- would suggest a compro-
mise, he would be only too ple to
assist the hon. gentlewmnn, but, if not,
members must try to have the Council’s
amendment carried. :

TeE. MII\TIST]iJle:1 The lt;na.tter waa

ne into very carefully by the istrar
E? Friendly Societies.y It{ no I(T:Elge had
request been made by friendly societies
to increase the amount beyond the £25
specified. The intention was to put the
amount in the Act instead of leaving it
in the regulations. Provision had al-
ready been made for friendly societies to
have two funds if they chose—a widows
and orpbans fund as well as a burial
fund. )

Question (not to agree) put, and a
division taken with the following re-
sult :—

Ayes
Noes

el &8

Majority for ...
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AYEB. NoEes.

Mr, Angwn Mr. Brown
Mr, Bolton Mr. Burges
Mr, lish Mr. Carson
Mr Ellis Mr. Cowcher
Myr. Hastle Mr. Diamond
Mr, Heitmann My, Foulkes
My, Henshaw ‘Mr. Gregory

. Mx. Hickn Mc. Hayward
Mr. Holman Mr. Layman
Mr, Horan Mr. MeLart,
Mr. Keyser Mr, N. J. Moore
Mr. Lynch Br, 8. F. Moore
Mr, Moran Mr. Picsge
Mr, Neodham Mr, Thomas
My, Scaddan Mr. Frank Wilson
Mr, Taylor Mr, Gordon (Tuller),
Me. Tro:
Mr. A. J, Wilson
Mr. ¥. F. Wilson
Mr, Gill (Tollor).

Question thus passed, and the Coun-
¢il's amendment not agreed to.

No. 2—Clause 2, Subeclause 2, line 5,
strike out * fifteen '’ and insert « fifty ”:

Ter MINISTER moved that the
amendment be not agreed to, for the
same reasons as already given.

Question passed, and the Council’s
wnendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

Committee of three prepared and
bronght up reasons for not agreeing to
the Council’s amendments.

Reasons adopted, and a message ac-
cordingly returned to the Council.

PRIVATE BILL MESSAGE - KALGOOR-
LIE AND BOULDER RACIIIG CLUBS.
Message received from the Governor,

giving consent as regarded the interest of

His Majesty or the Government, for the

House to deal with the Bill as it might

think fit.

Message to be considered when the

Bill was before Comnittee,

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE,

Resumed from the previous day; How.
W. C. Arewin (honorary Minister)
in charge of the Bill. _

Poystponed Clause 11—Repeal of Sub-
section 2 of Section 94 (voting in ab-
8EDGE) :

Tue PREMIER : The clause dealt
with absent voting. The member for
Bunbury (Mr. N. J. Moore) having given
notice of an amendment, he {(the Pre-
mier) promised to recast that amendment;
and accordingly he had placed on the
Notice Paper a propesed new clause,
Subsection 2 of Section 94 of the Act
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provided simply that the returning officer
should cuuse a certain number of voting
papers to be printed in the form de-
scribed in the 8th schedule. If the
Committee favoured the new clause on
the Notice Paper as the sole provision
for absent voting, they should pass
Clause 11 now in the Bill. Virtually the
new clause would mot permit of absent
voting, but of voting by persons able
to attend Dbefore the returning officer
between nomination day and election
day. If the present system of absent
voting were to be retained, Clause 1]
must be struck out. ’

Me. KEYSER: The returning officer
should be given power to appoint o
deputy.

Tre PREMIER: Under the principul
Act, he had that power.

Me. N. J. MOORE accepted the
Premier’s new clause. This provided
that persons wishing to vote before the
dg of election must vote in the munici-
pality. By the present system an
absentee could send his vote from a
distance.

Mr. GREGORY: Better pass the
clause, and deal with details when dis-
cussing absent voting.

Clause (as in the Bill) put and passed.

Postponed Clanse 21--Amendment of
Section 323 (system of valuation):

Mz. BROWN moved as an amend-
ment:

That Subclauze {a) be struck out.

With the Government proposal to rate on
the unimproved value ho entirely agreed ;
but unless they promised that this should
be the sole mode of rating, he would
oppose them. He wanted to strike out
the alternative (annual value) system of
valuation.

Tae PREMIER opposed the amend-
ment. If the hon, member wished the
Bill to become law, he should allow
municipalities to choose either of the two
gystems. The Government desired to
give municipalities full power to govern
themselves, and the clavse was in accord
with the principle; but we must avoid
the danger of carrying a clanse which
might not be obviously applicable to some
few municipalities. There were a few
municipalilies where rating om unim. -
proved values could not be successfully
applied; and as these municipalities
informed us that they could not carry
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into effect this principle, we should make
provigion to meet their cases. Several
municipalities had made strong repre-
sentations in favour of obtaining optional
wers of rating; and he could not shut
is ears to these representations when
providing machinery to meet the case of
all municipalities.

MEe. Mopan: If thesystem was a good
one, surely it could not be incompatible
to make it apply everywhere,

Tee PREMIER was of the same
opinion ; but the municipalities had asked
for an option.

Me. Moran: That objection was raisad
to every financial alteration in legislation.

Tae PREMIER: The best thing was
0 have an object Jesson ; and those muni.
cipalities who ecould apply rating on
unimgroved value successfully would
provide an object lesson to the other
municipalities. Al municipalities had
been consulted with regard to the prin-
ciple, und many were willing to adopt
it; but others asked that the aystem
should be made optional. The Gerald.
ton ecouncil very strongly advised this,
and the Mt. Maleolm municipality recog-
nised that the principle should be optional,
while the Municipal Conference recom.
mended that it should be optional. In
tha cirenmstances it wounld injudicious to
lay down a hard-and-fast rule. Dauring
last Parliament a measure providing for
optional rating on unimproved values for
roads boards passed the Assembly; but
very strong objection was maised by
the member for Boulder against the
provision for rating on unimproved land
values, on the ground that even the
option provided in the Bill would find
disfavour in another place. The measure

aged through another place, but it was

oubtful whether it would have done so
had unimproved land value rating been
compulsory. Similarly, in this Bili we
ghould insert the option, so that the
measure should find acceptance in another
place.

Mze. A. J. DIAMOND supported the
amendment. He simply carried out the
ideas which had governed the best part of
his life. In South Australia he had
“helped in the fight on this question, and

“had never seen any reason to alter his
view. He believed in the system of
rating on unimproved values, and could
not help thinking that the Labour party
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were making a mistake in att.emPting to
alter one of the planks of their platform,
They sbould stick to their guns. He
could not see how they could agree to the
option even if they carried it. Objection
to the principle was only raised by a few
municipalities who did not think the rute
of 4d. 1n the pound would balance their
revenues; but an amendment to increase
the amount beyond 4d. could be passed,
for & municipality need not make use of
the full amount fized. On the other
hand, it would not be well to make
municipalities abida by a small amount.
Rating on improvements was a vicious
principle, and a discouragement to
enterprige.

M=e. R. Q. Burees; What was the
good of building houses that were not
wanted ? .

Mg. DIAMONT}: There was no objee-
tion to the owner of land not building;
but the owner should Ea.y the same
taxation as the man who did buaild
houses. '

Me.BURGES opposed the amendment.
Rating on unimproved values would not
work satisfactorily in the country. A
man might get a good corner block and
apend £1,000 on it n building ar hotel or
a store; but surely the land all vound,
which was not required for buildings,
should not be taxed. People should not
be compelled to put up houses when
there was no use for them. It would be
better to leave the clanse as it stood, and
allow municipalities to tax on improve-
ments if they thought it better to do so.
It appeared that the idea of taxing
unimproved land values wus to compel
people to put up buildings where they
were not required.

M=z. C. J. Moran : It would give York
a nasty jar with its wheat fields in the
main street,

Me. BURGES: It would also affect
mining towns. It would work unreason.
ably in Menzies, he wus informed.

Mz N.J. MOORE: Rating on unim-
proved values in municipalities was not a
new gystem. Provision was made in
paragraph (f) of Subclause 1 of Clause
24, by which the annua) value of unim-
proved land was to be taken at not less
than 71 per cent. and not more than 10
per cent. on the capital value. He would
point out the difference that would accrue
to the revenue of a municipality by
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wdopting the two systems. The member
‘or Perth said that 2d. in the pound would
%8 ample for Perth to bring the revenue
0 what it was under the present system.

Mz. H. Browns: Too much. .

Mz. N. J. MOORE: On a block valued
st £100 the revenue at 2d. in the pound
m unimproved value would be 16s. 8d.
Under the present system, 10 per cent. of
:he capital value would be £10, and the
-evenue at 1s. 8d. in the pound would be
t5s. So therc was provision under the
yptional clause to get at the man who did
1othing with his land. That wan could
% rated at 10 per cent. on the capital
ralue.

Mr. Morax: Was it 10 per cent. or
74 per cent. P

Mz, N. J. MOORE: It was 7% per
:ent., and not exceeding 10 per cent.

N ]!inn. Morax : What was it in the old
et

Me. N.J. MOORE : Not less than 73
ser cent, The person who would be
wffected if we insisted on unimproved land
ralnes would very often be the business
nan who could very well afford to pay
»n annual value,

Mz. Moran: Why should & man who
1ad a business pay ?

Me. N.J. M(?ORE : Under the present
-ate the small man who owned a block of
and of the value of £30 had to [})a.y 3s.
)., the minimum rate, but under the
wmimproved capital value system such a
nan would pay 10s. A municipality had
0 derive revenue from the small man,
uso from the man who owned unimproved
sroperty in the centre of the town or
udjacent to business premises. It was
juite right to tax these persons, but there
was provision to tax these individuals
ander the optional clause.  Take the case
f an hotel which at present was pro-
lucing £35 15s.; under the unimproved
system, that hotel at 4d. in lhe pound
would produce a revenne of about £16,
there being a difference of £19, which
umount would have to be made up from
the small man and the maa who had
i unimproved property in the centre
f the town. The man who owned
moderately improved property would not
ve affected in any way. He (Mr. Moore)
had worked out the system in regard to
several blocks, and he found that one
block not improved or built upon to
any extent, of the annual value of
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£300, was rated at £22 10s.; while on
the unimproved system, with a capital
value of £200, that property would bring
in £33. In that case the unimproved
system. was a good cne. He was
thoroughly in secord with the argument
of the Premier that if municipalities had
to find the money they should have the
right to say by what system they would
raise it. :

Mr. MORAN: The party now in
power unanimously, and other members
individually, had preached the doetrine
for years that one of the worst principles
to-day in taxation was to tax industry in
the form of buildings on land, We were
delegating the power of the Chamber to
the creatures of the Chamber to do right
or wrong. Was it right or wrong to
adopt the unimproved principle? The
Labour party said it was right be-
causs it prevented land speculation, but
tbey would not enact it ; the consequence
being that in a town like York there were
wheat fields in the main streets, and the
town was scattered over an extent of
miles necessitating miles of atreets where
quarter miles would do, distributing ser-
vices of all kinds, and the greatest draw-
back to sanitation and complete buildings
existed. People held on to big blocks in
the towns of Western Australia, mostly
in the older towns, and would not carry
out eny improvements, while other people
who had to live were forced into the
suburbs without streets and lights to get
land, at the same time land speculators
holding half of a town and growing
wheat upon it. Members were placed in
a, very illogical position.

Mz. H. BROWN: We had the assur-
ance of the Premier that he did not
intend to stand by the plank of the
political Tmbour party and vote solely
for the unimproved land values, but he
{Mr. Brown) intended to vote for the
principle that the disciples of Tom Mann
believed in. At present the municipality
of Perth ralsed £27,727 7s. 6d., and
with & rate of one peony and eleven-
sixteenths in the £ it would only remove
the sum of £487 11s. 2d. If the upim-
proved value system were adopted it
would be the greatest relief to the
workers, at all events of Perth. Those
persons occupying large blocks of land
with small tenements uwpon them would
contribute in a greater degree. Take the
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north and east wards of Perth, which
were essentially the homes of the workers.
In every case the adoption of the unim-
proved land value system would be of
benefit to the workers, for the contribu-
tions would be considerably reduced. In
the north wavd there were properties
rented at 14s. 6d. a week, the annual
value being fized at £23 on a block of
land worth £110. The contribution at
the present time would be 34s. 6d. on a
le. 6d. rate, while on the unimproved
system the contribution would drop
to 15s. 6d. In other cases where the
rents were 18s. 6d. a week, with the
annusl value fixed at £29 a year and
houses being built on blocks worth £80,
the rate would drop from £2 8s. 6d. to
11s. 3d. In the south ward therc were
villas rented at 50s. a week—but nearly
all these properties were occupied by the
owners themselves, therefore it was hard
to arrive at the rental value—and in
several cases these villas were valued at
£80 per annum, the capital value of the
land being from £1,500 to £2,800. Take
one instance in point; the present con-
tribution under the 1s. 6d. rate was
£5 128, 6d., and on the one penny and
eleven-sixteenths rate the amount would
increase to £14 1s. 3d. These were good
villas built on large blocks of land; but
if a person could afford the luxury of
being surrounded by a huge block of
land he must be prepared to pay.

In other cases we had houses at £3 4s.

per week, the annval value being £100
and the capital value £2,500. That
would increase under the unimproved
land value, which was £7 10s. at present,
to over £17, or an increasze of more than
£10. We came now to ths workers’
ward of the city, the east ward, and we
found that in every case there would be
a decrease of taxation by adopting rating
solely on the unimproved land value
system. A wman paid a rent of 18s. 4.,
the annual value was £29, and the land
capital value £120. The amount of the
rate under the present system would be
£2 3a. 6d., which would be reduced under
the unimproved land velue system to
16s. 10d., or a benefit to the poor workers
of £1 6s. 84d.

Mz. H. E. Borrox : What was the hon.
member’s sympathy with the worker ?

Me. H. BROWN had sympathy with
the worker as against the political Labour
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party. We had rent in the eust war
at £], the annual value being £31, an
the house was built on land worth £9
We had there, at 1s. 6d. in the pounc
£2 68, 6d.; whereas under the unio
proved land value system the contributio
would be 12s. 8d., so there would be
benefit of £1 13s. 10d. Jn the wes
ward similar conditions prevailed. Rai
contributions on a house let at 15s. 6¢
per week would amount to £1 14s. 6d
which under the unimproved land valy
system would be reduceg| to 12s, 7d.; an
8o it continued right through. Thes
were autheutic figures taken from th
rate book at present in existence in tl
city. The political Labour party shoul
stand to the principles enunciated. °
would be stated that we gave power t
rate on the unimproved land value L
giving the duul system; but why shoul
not the Labour party be forced to stic
to their principles as they intended to d
when on the hustings? He believed tt
York Roads Board bad udopted tl
system of rating on unimjroved value
and that nearly every roads board ha
doneso Hisintentionwas,if the princip
of rating on the unimproved land valu
was carried, to move that for the city
Perth 2d. should be the maximum 1he
should be allowed to strike, and th
people could rate up to 1s. for any oth
municipality in the State. From wh
had been published we saw that with onl]
one or two exceptions all the municipal
ties of this State objected to the du
system. Every mwunicipality would agr
practically that with a shilling rate the
could raise the same amount under t}
unimproved land value system as the
were doing with the 1s. 6d. rate at tl
present time. On the goldfields the pu
chase price of properly was about thr
years' rental, whereas the purchase pri
of land in Perth was about 15 up to ¢
years’ rental. He would not say th
Government, because the Governmer
objected to the single system, but as |
those gentlemen behind the Governmer
who had gone to the country, the
had their platform. The trades unior
held their resignations, and would ca
upon them to resign if they went bax
from their platform.

Me. E. NEepaam: The assertion mac
was wrong.
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Me. H. BROWN: It would be the
neanest subterfuge to go back to their
wonstituents and say, “ We had the power
© carry out our principle of rating on the
mimproved land value only, but we were
fraid to carry that principle, and agreed
o the dual system.”

Mr. C, C, EEYSER: The hon. mem-
ser (Mr. H. Brown) was getting quite used
o making false insinuations.

Tue Cmairman: The hon, member
nust withdraw that.

Me. KEYSER withdrew the remark.
(he hon. member stated just now that
ach member of the Labour party had
ent in his resignation.

Me.H. BROWN: The majority, he said.
Chere were one or two who would not
ign the planks of the Labour platform.

Me. KEYSER: No one had sent in
is regignation. He was totally in favour
f the adoption of the clause. He be-
ieved in the unimproved land tax, but if
here were some municipalities that did
wt believe in the principle and were
pposed to it at the present time, why
hould we thrust the principle upon
hem? If the principle were adopted
t would, after it became law in some
annicipalities, be an object lesson to
ther municipalities, and be the best
vidence possible of the soundness of this
articelar principle. He believed the
bject of tEe member for Perth was to
rreck this Bill. It was not that he was
pposed to the object of the clause; but
e knew that if we sent this Bill to the
ther place without having the option the
ther place would throw the Bill oul
nmediately.

Mg. Dianono : The member for Perth
ad withdrawn his opposition.

Me. KEEYSER: Not s0. Some of his
peeches of recent years were tolally
pposed to land taxation on unimproved
alues. The member for Perth had
wentioned an instance in which instead
£ £7 10s. being paid the amount would
e increased to £17 under the unim-
roved land taxation system. That
roved too much, for it proved that the
aluers at the present time were not
ving their duty.

Dr. ELLIS : Apparently members on
ae Opposition side had developed a great
esire for advanced legislation which
sey bad ample opportunity of introduc-
1g before, but did not. This made one
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chary of accepting the “gifts of the
Greeks,” which might prove dangerous.
The member for Perth seemed anxious
not to allow any option.

Me. H. Brown : 1f the Government
agsured him they would atick to their
platform, he would support them.

De. ELLIS : Another Greek gift; but
“in vain the net is spread in the sight of
anybird.” TheOQpposition were frightened
that another placé might not agree to
throw out the optional clause, but might
reject a straight-out proposal for unim-
proved value rating as too drastic. Did
Opposition members when in power
compel the roads boards to accept that
system? No; they allowed an option.
Some members, hke the member for
York (Mr. Burges), said plainly they
objected to the new systew ; and with
these honest objections we could sym-
pathise. He (Dr. Ellis) would not bind
agricultural towns to the new system.
In Coolgardie it would be at ouce
accepted. This was the first attempt of
the Opposition to “ go one bhetter” than
the Labour party. The Opposition pro-
fessed to be frightened that the Govern-
ment were not going fast enough; but
many old agricultural municipalities
would want time to see how unimproved
value rating worked in other municipali-
ties before adopting it thewselves ; and it
would be hard to gen_v guch places some
time to forth an opinion. According to
he member for Perth, only two classes
of owner would have to pay more on the
new system—owners of villa residences
on large blocks of land, who were not
now properly rated for the streets and
roads round their premises, and specula-
tive hclders.

Me. J. M. Horrins: Would Perth
and the goldfields towns adopt the new
aystem at 4d. ? .

Dr. ELLIS: That could be discussed
on the question of the rate. The clause
would lead to & t development in
municipal life. In goldfields towns the
vacant corper allotments were entirely
disproportionate in number to other
vacant allotmeovts; yet the former were
the most expensive to the municipality.
But in suchk towns as York, where wheat
tlourished alongside the footpaths, the
new system wmight prove harsh, as the
agricultural land between the houses
would be rated as municipal land. To
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allow an option to such towns would be
safe and fair.

Me. HOPEINS: No need appeared
for an alternative; assuming that the
Government would, for goldfields muni-
cipalities, increase the rating power from
4d. to la. in the pound, or thereabout.
The Boulder municipality would be
satisfied if by the new system they could
collect the revenue they mnow received
from an annval value rate of 1s. 6d. in
the pound. The member for Perth made
it elear that 2d. in the pound was suffi-
cient for Perth; but the goldfields and
other outside municipalities would prob-
ably need a higher rate; for it appeared
that there, from figures quoted, that 9d.
in the pound on the new system was
equivalent to 1s. 6d. on the annual value.
If the positions of Subclavse (¢) wnd
Subclause (b} were reversed, he (Mr.
Hopking) would insist on one system
only, the unimproved value rates. Why
respect the opinion of a small conserva-
tive municipality ? Where was the logic
of members who one day asked for a
wider franchise to secure progressive
measures, and now declined to pass such
measures? He had been accused in a
daily paper of trying to confiscate pro-
perty because he suggested a rate of 1s.
in the pound. Evidently the writer did
nos appreciate the difference between the
capital value of land in a goldfields town
and the value in Perth. REvery one of hig
(Mr. Hopking's) statements was con-
firmed by the retorn the Premier had
received from various rnunicipalities,
showing the rating required for their
purposes ; and to permit of our consider-
iog that return the Premier ought to
report progress. He (Mr. Hopking) did
not seek to make capital out of bis being
the first to bring before the House this
phase of the question.  If the Bill fixed
the raie at 4d. on the unimproved value,
that would be of no use to his consti-
tuency ; and he protested agaiust pussing
laws to benefit Perth and Fremantle
while country wmunicipalities were neg-
lected.

Tar PREMIER: While prepared to
report progress when the amendment
was disposed of, in order that time might
be given to members to make themselves
thorougkly acquainted with the replies
received from the municipalities, yet
these replies, excopt in one or two cases,
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did not deal with the question of whet!
municipalities should have the option
rating on unimproved values or on capi
values,

Me. Hopxing: Because the mun
palities were not asked.

Tae PREMIER: Because he v
satisfied with their views. But some
the municipalities had gone out of th
way to give an answer that they thou
it was essential an option should be giv

Mz. H. Browx: In only two cases.

Ter PREMIER: No municipal
expressed the opposite opinion to
view expressed by this new and wori
disciple of Tom Mann, the member
Perth! There was no necessity to rep
progress so that hon. members might ¢
sider documents that did not deal with
question. As soon as the amendwment v
disposed of, progress could be reportes

Ms. MORAN: There was no nec
sity to report want of progress at t
hour (10-30 o’clock). Some of the ad
cafes of the dual system should say w
an optionul systein was required.

Lanour MEmBER: Because some
the municipalities were against the uni

roved value system.

Mr. MORAN : If that were the o
reagon, we should gofarthur. Why w
some in favour of the system and so
against is? This was not a party qu
tion. However insincere the member
Perth might be in some things, the h
member was absolutely sincere in t
perticular. The bon. member had ad
cated it when secking election, and tl
was a very fair test.

TrE PrEMIER had not questioned |
hon. member’s sincerity.

Mz MORAN : But it was question
and it was not fair to dosv. Theh
member, as mayor of Perth and mem
for Perth, was entitled to speak auth
itatively on this question. The h
member was speaking authoritative
and was backing his argument w
figures tuken from calculations which |
never been questioned. Why was
dual system required ?

Mr. HOPKINS: Only one reason v
given by himself, that the Boulder mnu
cipality would be ruined with & 4d. re
and must have power to rate up to s,

Mr. MORAN : That was not a requ
for the doval system, but for extend
power under one system.
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Mgr. Horxing: Quite right.

Mr. MORAN: Why did the member
‘or Coolgardie want a dual system ?

Dz. Erris: Out of consideration for
the old West Aunstralians.

Me. H. BROWN : On a division being
walled, which was certain, he must vote
‘or his couvictions on unimproved land
ralue only.

Mr. MORAN: No advocate of the
lual system had the courage to give
easons. 'The reasons were not on the
inrface. If the Committee could not be
nformed of the reasons, we were in a
‘oolish position. The unimproved system
ad been advocated theoretically far and
#ide, Why was it now requested that
ihe old and vicious system should be left
u the Bill?

Mr. A. J. H. WATTS: The member
‘or Albany had given fairly good reasons
or the attitude of Government supporters
n regard to this clause. Despite the
‘act that the member for Boulder said he
1ad no respect for the opinions of con-
ervative municipalities, the opiniong of
hose municipalities that desired the old
iystem of rating on capital values should
e considered to a certain extent. He
was not prepared to go into argument as
i0 why these municipalities supported the
Nd system ; but they evidently had suffi-
sient grounds for giving it their support;
ind they had some rights to have their
pinions regpected. The member for
Perth claimed that Labour members as a
sody should support rating on unim-
yroved values alone; but the hon.
rentleman seemed to be the member
‘or vne idea, and was constantly trotting
it what the political Tabour party
vould expect of Labour members with
regard to this matter.

Tee CHAIRMAN: That was not
relevant, to the clauge.

Mgp. WATTS: The member for Cool-
zardie mentioned the municipalities of
Fork and Northam ; but Northam
‘avoured rating ov wnimaproved values.

Me. Burees: And York also.

Mr. WATTS: At the same time, the
Northam municipality asked to be given
he option to apply the system which had
reen in force for so long, or the new idea
refore the House.

Ma. Moran: Why did Northam want
w option ?
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Mz, WATTS: The Northam people
bad their own ideas, just as the member
for West Perth had.

Mr. Morarn: What were they ?

Mr. WATTS would not go into them.

Me. H CARSON: The electors of
Geraldion would not dictate to him in
this or any other matter, bat would leave
such matters to his discretion. He in-
tended to vote for the dual system because
every opportunity should be given to
municipalities to0 see bow the system
worked, The Municipal Conference at
Bunbury, at which some 50 munici-
palities were represented, advocated that
it should be optional whether the im.
proved or unimproved system beadopted.

Mg. W. NELSON: While believing
that unimproved land values should be
made compulsory, he feared, particularly
from what he had seen already in Parlia-
ment, that if the Bill were passed with
the unimproved system made compulsory,
the measure would be rejected in another
place. Because he believed in a tax on
udimproved values and because he
believed the Bill, even if it contained the
optional provision, would enable that
principle to be adopted in alarge number
of municipalities 1n the State, he was
doing the wisest and best thing for
unimproved land value taxation by sup-
porting the clause in its present form.

Mr. MORAN: Let the Committee
examine the reasons given by members.
The member for Northam said that some
municipalities desired the unimproved
system, and amongst them Northam de-
sired it, but the hon. member would not
tell the Committee why. The member
for Geraldton bad given as a reason for
voting for the clause as it stood that
municipalities should be given an oppor-
tunity of seeing how the systems worked,
That was the first time he had heard of
that principle being introduced into a
system of taxation. The member for
Hunnaus feared to tread on the corns of
a sacred institution known in parliamen-
tary parlance as “another place.” The
hon. member had endeavoured to intro.
duce into the Bill the principle of single
voting in municipalities, and no doubt
the Government would recommit the Bill
to insert that provision, which was ten
times more likely to wreck the Bill than
the proposal now before the Committee.
The optional system of voting was, we were
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told, left in this Bill to placate another
lace. That was the only reason given
y the hon. member. The true reason,
however, was that members of the Com-
mittee were afraid of the voting power
represented by the municipalities in their
electorates. It was the old argument,
and he was certain it was so in the case
of Northam and Albany. It was the
influence of those in the municipalities
who wished to bave power to tax the very
people these geotlemen believed should
not be taxed—those who put up improve-
ments. Was it not more just to give full
powers to raise the necessary revenue
under & wise and just form of taxation,
rather than continue to raise that
amount of money on an unjust hasis?
The roads bhoards of York and other
country towns had adopted the unim-
proved value system. Why? DBecause
they were big landowners and big
farmers, and they made improvements.
The very men who held the improved
land were on the roads boards, the men
who also held the unimproved town
blocks. Vacant blocks in York were
owned by men who also held the biggest
farms outside, and they did not want
their town blocks taxed, nor did they
want their Jands outside to be taxed.

Mg. Burees denied the statement.

Mr. MORAN could give names to
the Committee, but that would be an in-
vidious eourse to adept.

Me. HOPKINS: The roads boards
were generally accepted as conservative
institutions. They were, he thought,
more conservative than another place.
The Minister in charge of the Bill might
at least tell the Committee how many
roads boards there were in Western Auns.
tralia, and how many of them imposzed a
rate on unimproved land values; also
how many of them bad chosen the capital
value. At the outset he had to complain
because the Minister introduced the Bill
without any knowledge on this impor-
tant question.

Me. H. Brown: There was not one
which did not rate on the unimproved
value.

Tae PREMIER : Earlier in the even-
ing, before the member for Boulder was

resent, he as far as he was able to
judge fully justified the attitude of the
Government in submitting this optional
provision.
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Mz. Hoprrns: What he agked for w:
definite information.

Tae PREMIER was not prepared 1
give the hon. member definite inform:
tion with regard to roads boards.

Mr. Hopkins: One understood the
the Bill was introduced by the honoras
Minister, and 1t was to that Ministe
his remarks were directed.

Tae PREMIER: Presnmably tl
hon. member would not urge that I
(the Premier) bad wno right to reply t
his remarks. :

Mz. Hopxins: Not at all.

Tax PREMIER: The question di
not affect the issune before the Con
mittee, which was whether we shoul
provide an optional system. On a pre
vious occasion the hon. member ver
strongly opposed giving roads boards a
option, [Me. Hopgivg: That was e
plained the other night.] The ground
the hon. member’s opposition was the
even if the option were inserted in th
Roude Bill, another place would rejec
the measure. If that were true as t
giving roads boards the option, it wa
far piore reasomable to assume it i
regard to making the imposition of tas
ation on unimproved values compulsor
go far s municipalities were concerne
He believed the effect of carrying th
amendment by the member for Pert
would be either the rejection of the Bil
or that another place would make th
rating on the annual values compulsor;
He (the Premier) was above all thinp
anxious to give municipalities power t
tax on unimproved land values; and
very large majority of the municipalitie
were begging for that power, and anxziou

- to take advantage of it ns soon as the

could get it. It was with a genuin
desire to see this principle introduce

| into municipal rating that the Govern

ment had proposed to make the powe
optional and not mandatory. That wa

. the whole ground on which they hase

their stand on this question. He be
lieved the member for Boulder was a
genuinely desivous as himself of seein
the principle adopted.

Me. HOPKINS: The argument whicl
applied to what might have happened i
another place in days gone by did mo
necessarily apply to the present, inasmucl
as a general olection had taken plac
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since then and another place had been
considerably liberalised.

Me. Nersorw: How many new mem-
bers ?

Mr. HOPKINS: The fact that certain
members submitted themselves for re-
glection had an educative effect on them ;
and new members were returned for con-
stituencies previously represented by Mr.
Jenkins, Mr, Saunders, and Mr. Glowrey.

Tag Peremier: One of those changes
occurred before the Roads Bill reached
the Tpper House.

Mz, HOPEKINS: When that Billjwas
introduced in the Assembly, he was not
a member of the Government; but he
necepted the responsibility of getting a
select committee appointed, and worked
for three months as chairman of the
committee. That Act had since given
:onsiderable satisfaction. When that
sjommittee was inquiring as to this
principle for the Roads Bill, he was
warned by good authorities of the danger
he was running ; hence he at first stood
iloof from the proposal. But when the
House determined to adopt it, he repre-
seuted members’ views to the persons
interested, and those views were ulti-
wately indorsed, This he had tried to
meke clear in speaking on the second
reading of the present Bill. If we decided
aow to empower a municipality to rate
»n the unimproved value, and to raise
the same revenue as accrued from the
’ld system, we should do so without fear
of what wight be done by members of
wnother pluce who, as the Government
waintained, were elected on a most con-
tervative franchise. Unimproved value
taxation he had always voted for, and he
ittended what he believed was the first
sonference held on the subject in the
Perth town hall in 1898, when he pointed
aut that on this system goldfields muni-
sipalities would need a vate of 1s. in the
pound. The Boulder counel now reported
that 9d. in the pound em unimproved
value would be equivalent to 1s. 6d. on
wnnual value, and the council said the
power of rating on unimproved value
would need to be increased to 1s. in the
pound. If a general rate of la. 6d. did
oot now provide a sufficient revenue for
municipal works, loans might be raised,
and loan rates up to 1s. 6d. could be
struck. If, however, we gave power to
strike a rate on the unimproved value up
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to 1s. in the pound, he believed loan rates
would be practically needless.

Tae Premrer: Municipalities must
have separate loan rates.

Mr. HOPKINS: It was questionable
whelber the whole of Australia should
go into pawn at once. It would be well
to force some municipalities to find
revenue for their works.

Tre CHatrmaw: The hon. member
was out of order.

Mz. HOPKINS: The Boulder muni-
cipality raised a loan of £3,000, and
repatd it in three years by annual instal-
ments of £1,000. As the clause needed
careful consideration, he asked that pro-
gress be reported.

Mg. MORANW: Had the municipalities
asked for this clause?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. The
member for Boulder's action was sur.
prising. The hon. member had long
been known ag a strong advocate of the
upimproved value tax, but had subse-
quently stated that municipalities had
not asked for power to impose it. The
clause would give general satisfaction
throughout the State.

Me. THOMAS: Some remarks of the
member for Boulder must bot pass un-
challenged. Ome would imagine that the
James (Government, before the hon. mem-
ber joined them, should be credited with
inserting in the Roads Bill a provision
for nnimproved value rating.

Me. Horkis: No. That provision
wag due to members then in Opposition.

Mr. THOMAS: True. The tax on
unimproved land values was strennously
opposed by the late Premier and his col-
leagues, and credit was due to the Oppo-
sition alone for introducing that system
in the Roads Bill. He was surprised at
the attitude of some members 1n regard
to this principle. Many remarks were
heard from men outside the House, like
the member for Hannans and the mem-
ber for Conlgardie, two noted socialists,
who in season and out of season unrged
legislation of this sort so as to force
municipalities to tax unimproved land
values; but now that they had the
opportunity, we found them arguing that
we should make the principal optional.,
Though it was said the principle would
work: harshly in some municipalities, it
wag clear that many sinall towns in out-
lying districts shounld not have been
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allowed to become municipalities ; and if
they could not enforce this principle, the
sooner those municipalities lapsed into
road districts the better. He was glad
the Government had the courage to bring
in & proposal for unimproved land values
taxation; but he regretted that Labour
members were not staunch in their advo-
cacy of this principlee He wanted a
straight-out proposal waking the prin-
ciple compulsory, and he was net going
to hedge or trim on the matter.

Me. H BROWN: It was the most
pitiable sight he had witnessed to see the
platform of the political Labour party
outraged as it appeared to be to-night,
As the member for Dundas said, two
such socialists as the member for Hannuns
and the member for Coolgardie, who did
not believe in a person owning an inch
of property—[Interjections]—sank their
principles and voted against the amend-
ment. How did these gentlemen con-
gider municipalities when they supported
the one-man-one-vote principle in
municipal elections? No option was
given then. This was the firat time he
had heard members of the (Government
consider the capitalist or the land owner.
[Interjections.] We had heard that one
plank of the Government platform was
the construction of public works by day
labour, and the Minister for Works stated
that he intended to carry it out. Now
there were 15 to 20 members in the
House who were not willing to carry out
the principle of unimproved land values
taxation expounded by the Labour can-
didates during their elections. He chal-
lenged Lubour membera to stick to the
platform enunciated during the election
campaign,

Mz. Neepmam: What was the hon.
member’s object ?

Mr. H. BROWN: No object at all.
Labour members treated this with levity ;
but he was gerions. [Interjections.]

Tre CHAIRMAN: Members must not
interject so persistently. Under the
Standing Qvders, interruption of speakers
was absolutely forbidden, though a certain
amount of latitude was allowed. If the
interruptions were continued, he would
strictly enforce the Standing Orders and
prevent members interjecting at all,

Me. H. BROWN : At the Recreation
Ground the member for North Perth
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spoke on the * christianity” of th
Labour party.

Mr. F. F. WiLsox: The remarks ¢
the hon. member were not relevant to th
clause.

Mg, H. BROWN : This was a sampi
of the * christianity " of the Labour part
—deference to capitalists. Unimprove:
land valve taxakion was one of the plank
on which he agreed with Laboor mem
bers. No Labour candidate, if aske
the very pertinent question on the hust
ings whbether he would be prepared t
adopt a dual system of rating, woul
have agreed to it. ' He challenged Labou
members now to stick to their convic
tioms.

Tae Caarrman (after a short pause
began to put the question,

Mgz. TrROMAS rose to speak.

Tae CHAIRMAN: Before puttin
the subclanse and stating the questior
time was allowed by him fur members t
rigse and address the Committee. It we
gross discourtesy to the Chair for an
member to sit while that opportunity wa
given, and wait notil the Chairman ros
to put the question before rising t
speak. Hon. members should conside
the Chair. If they wished to speal
they bad ample opportunity before th
question was put. On four or fiv
occagions he had waited to give ampl
opportunity for members tfo rise am
speak ; yet after he had risen to put th
question, some member rose to speak.

Mr. THOMAS: The moment the roem
ber for Perth resumed his seat, he (Mi
Thomas) rose to address the Committee

Tee CHAIRMAN had waited som
time after the member for Perth resume
his seat, before rising to put the questior

Mgr. THOMAS: The Premier ha
stated that if the Committee adopted th
unimproved system of taxation the Bil
might be objectionable to another plact
Members should stand to their guns, an.
take the chance of losing the Bill. Whe:
the question of unimproved land valu
taxation was being discussed in the las
Parliament in connection with the Road
Bill the member for Subiaco stated tha
the strongest possible exception shoul
be tuken to the House passing legialatio
not favoured by itself, but of whicl
another place approved, for the growing
tendency to bow down to another plac
had shown itself, and as sbon as th
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Assembly constituted the entire Tegisla-
ture the better it would be for the State.
Those were the remarks of the Premier
last session, and the Coloniul Secretary,
when sitting on the Opposition side of
the House, dencunced the Government
for being afraid to pass legislation which
would not find favour in snother place.
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that only. He begged tbe Premier
to stand firm on the matter, He
wag sure the other members of the
Labour party in the House would be
only too glad to be able, if the Premier
would allow them, to vote in conformity

- with the pledges given to their con-

Immediately these members cecupied the -

‘Treasury bench, they were not so strong
in their denunciations; they changed
their opinions. These members, now
they had the power, were not carrying
their principles into practice, and as the
sole excuse for making the proposal
before the Committee optional it was
stated that the Upper House .might
throw the Bill ont. If members believed
in the prineiple of unimproved land value
taxation let them passit, and allow the
Upper House to do as it liked. This
Houge had seen fit to give way on
the scors of expediency on too many
occasions. We had not stuck te our
principles regardless of consequences. As
private members, each occupant of the
Treasury bench had stronglyadvocated the
principle of unimproved land value taxa-
tion, and had never attempted to pass

stituents.

Mgr. H. BROWN quoted from a speech
delivered by the present Premier (as
member for Subiaco) on the Roads Bill
two years apo, to show the attitude then
taken on the system of rating. In the
course of that speech the member for
Subiaco said :—

The diecussion would not have evolved the
heat it had done if the select committes which
inquired into the Bill had only recommended
the principle of rating on unimproved land
values, . . . . . The member for Boulder
wished to send Bills to the Upper House
warranted harmless, warranted to have pro-
visions which were not obnoxious to another
place; he wished to label them * Caution:

- not to be taken by members of the Council.”

any molion or clanse to suit another -

place, so that it might be easier for a
measure to pass. When the late Premier
had asked members to agree to amend-
ments made by another place, the present
occupants of the Treasury bench denounced
the then Premier for giving away to the
dictates of another place. We found-that

We were to understand that the proposal, in
the hon. member's opinion, would be poisonous
to members of the Council. The hon. member
had hitherto objested when other members,
supposed to be more timid than himeelf, hinted
that the Council would raise objections to a
Bill. The member for Boulder had been a
warm advocate of prineciple and not expe-
diency, yet to-night he had weakened in his
professions.

Did anyone, he asked, ever see a greater
change of front than that indicated by

. the speech of the mewmber for Subiaco

when we gave the party an opportunity !

of governing this country, one of the
chief planks in their platform was
practically thrown away, because they
were afraid that another Bouse might
throw the Bill out if they stuck to their
guns. If a fight had o come between
the two Chambers over a vital principle,
if the majority of members of this House
were i favour of 1t, let that fight come,
and the sooner the better, so that we
should know where we were. The Labour
platform did not give theright o rate on
annnal value. He stated before the last
election that he wus in favour of taxing
unimproved land values, and he promised
his constituency at the last election that,
if returned to the House, ag no doubi be
would be, he would, on any occasion
which offered itself, vole for such tax.
He intended to vote for that and

two years ago, and the speech delivered
by the Premicr to-night? This climbing
down was the greatest he had ever wit-
neased.

[Hon. M. H. JacoBY took the Chair.]
Me. GREGORY: The Commitiee

were discussing an unknown quantity,
and ignoring the real gquestion—what
power should be given the municipalities
to raise sufficient revenue? The Govern-
ment proposed, first the old system of
rating, aud second the option, after a
period of three years, of trying the unim-
proved value system. The member for
Dundes (Mr. Thomas) became annoyed
because certain members did not adhere
to the principles they advocated on the
public platform. He (Mr, Gregory) had
always favoured the umimproved valua
rating; but recent information led him
to believe that its introduction might
place the burden on the poor instead of
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the rich. Nevertheless, the optional
power to tax on that system should be
given municipalities, and he agreed with
the Government proposal. It would be
wrong to compel the councils to adopt a
new system not proved to be sound. In
asking for it the councils were not unani-
mons; hence the option. The difference
between the Labour platform and the
Government policy was not the gques.
tion. The Government should have the
working of the system investigated by
experts. The return received from muni-
cipalities showed that some of the town
clerks did not understand the new prin-
ciple. Surely no one anticipated that
the Government would introduce to ihis
House every plank of the Labour plat-
form.,

Me. Neepaam: Had they abandoned
any plank ?

g. GREGORY : Did the hon. mem-
ber believe that all municipalities could
exist if unimproved value rating were
wade compulsory? To give councils
three years for investigation, the Grovern-
ment proposal should be supported.

Tee PREMIER thaoked the last
gpeaker for hissupport. The enthusiasm
of the member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins),
and the mild support by the member for
Menzies (Mr. Gregorv) of unimproved
value rating, were as interesting as were
the complaints about lack of information.
For the Jast six years the subject had
been publicly discussed in councils and
municipal conferences. The James Gov-
ernment were in favour of the unimproved
land value tax—some of them passively
in favour of making it mandatory; and
the hon. member (Mr. Gregory) believed
in bringiog forward legislation to intro-
duce the principle.

Mr. Greaory denied having said any-
thing about introducing legislation to
give the power.’

Tae PREMIER: The hon. member
believed in the principle, but did nothing
while in office to secure its application.
The wmember for Boulder was likewise
passive except on the Roads Bill, and
then he actively opposed the principle.
The time being now devoted to this clause
was regrettable. Seeing that parties were
divided, why import such heat, why make
such long speeches with long extracts
from Hansard? The Government wel-
comed the challenge of the member for

[ASSEMBLY.]

in Committee.

Dundas to stand firm for the principle
advocated in the Jast Parliament
and inserted in the Roads Act.
He had always ndvocated the right of
local ratepayers to govern and tax them-
selves as they thought right. In the
cases the member for Dundas quoted, he
(the Premier) was supporting a Bill to
give roud boards the option which he
now preposed to give to municipalities;
and the member for Dundas voted with
him (the Premier} to give road boards
power to tax either on anoual value with
improvements or va unimproved value of
land. The member for Dundas had not
then proposed any farther amendment,
nor l?a.d he read long extracts from
Hansard for the purpose of taking up the
time of the House.

Mr. THOMAS: On a point of order,
was the Premier right in saying that be
{(Mr. Thomas) had read Haneard to take
up the time of the House? The Premier
inferred it.

Tue CHAIRMAN: The words were
not quité in order, and should be with-
drawn. )

Tee PREMIER withdrew the state-
ment that the hon. member bad not read
from Hansard to take up the time of the
House; but members gathered a certain
impression, . .

Mr. THOMAS: The Premier was
again making an inference, and he {Mr.
Thomas) objected to such insinunation.

Tar PREMIER could only withdraw
a statement, but could not withdraw an
inference which the bon. member himself
supplied. Seeing that the statement gave
offence to the hon. member, it would be
cheerfully withdrawn. It was to bhe
regretted that the hon. member did not
take the same attitnde in regard to this
watter that he took in regard to the
Roads Bill. o

Amendment (that the alternative sys-
tem of valuation he struck out) put, and
a division tuken,

Tue CHAIRMAN directed Mr. Moran
to be teller for the Ayes. ‘

Mze. MORAN said he could not act as
teller, since his vote would be challenged.
He had paired with the member for
Toodyay right through this Bill, and had
forgotten it for the moment.

Tueg CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must vote.

Me. Moran: Yes.
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Mz. GORDON challenged the vote of
the member for West Perth, who bad
paired on thie Bill with the member for
Toodyay. '

Tue CHAIRMAN: The House took
no notice of pairs. The member for
West Perth must act as teller for the
Ayes. :

Mge.SCADDAN claimed the vote of the
member for Dundas, as the hon, member
had said “aye,” and called for a division.

Tee CHAIRMAN: The member for
Dundas must vote with the Noes.

Mr. THOMAS claimed that the mem-
ber for Mount Magnet (Mr. Troy), baving
said *“aye,” must vote with the Ayes.

Tae CHAIRMAN: Had the hon,
member voted ““aye” or “no™?

Mr. Trov: “ Aye,” but by mistake.

Toe CHAIRMAN : As the hon. mem-
ber was not one of those culling for a
division, he had still the right to vote
whichever way he liked.

Division resulted as follows:—

Agyes 3
Noes 26

Majority against 23

Avpa.
Mr. Brown

Mr, Lo, n
Mr. Moy::: (Teller),

Mt Burges
Mr. Cowcher

e B

My, Henshaw
Mr. Holman
Mr. Hopkins
Myr. Johneon
Mr. Lynch

Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Toylor
Mr, Thomas
Mr. Troy
My, Watts

Mr, Frank Wilson
Mr. Nelson (Tellor).

Amendment thus negatived.
On motion by the PREMIER, progress
reported and leave giveu to sit again,

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at two minutes
after midnight, until the next afternoon.

(20 Ocroner, 1904.]
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Paom

Bills: Firat read (1) Fremantls Loans Valida.
tion, (2) Industrinl Coneilintion and Arbi-

tion “ -
Inspection of Machinery, setond readiog re.
sumed, adjourned
Mines Regulation Act Amepdment, second
ng concluded ; in Committes, ve-

ported ... B46

Trons-Australian Rallwey, to Reserve Lands . B4

Taes PRESIDENT took the Chair at
7-35 o’clock, p.m.

Pravers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Mmvisrer wror Lawps: By-
laws of the Municipality of Fremuantle.

BILLS (2), FIRST READING.

FreEMANTLE Loaxs VALIDATION, intro-
duced by Hon. M. L. Moss.

Inpusrrrarl CONOCILIATION AND ARBI-
TRATION AcT AMENDMENT, received
from the Legislative Assembly.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY BILL.
BECOND BREADING,

Debate resumed from the 13th Oetober.

Hox. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
I have little to say with regard to this Bill.
Having voted for the Machinery Bill
last year I shall vote for the second
reading of this Bill, which is virtually a
reprint of the whole of the Bill of 1908,
with some few amendments. I think
some of them are improvements and
others are not. The penalties have been
reduced in some cases, and in other cases
they have, although not attuched to the
several clauses of the Bill of 1903, been
Srovided for in Clause 77, and are here

oubled, being increased from £10 to
£20. T think the principle of the Bill
is all right. I have often exprassed the
opinion, and am free to express it again,
that all the inspection in the world will
not prevent accidents taking place by
machinery; still, the Government of the
day, who are vesponsible for the lives
and property of persune, to some extent,
at any rate, should endeavour by enact-
ment to do as much as possible to
prevent them, and I believe that some-
times there have been cases in which the
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inspection of a boiler has prevented some
gerious accident from taking place. But
no inspection and no certificate which
may be given of first, second, third, or
fourth class, as the case may be, can
provide against a drunken or careless
engine-driver neglecting the engine and
gerious results eusuing. I believe that
the priocipal part of accidents to
-machinery are due to those causes which
cannot be provided against by inspection.
I think the only persovs who could
provide against them are the employers
themselves. If they find a man drunken
and untrustworthy, they should take the
responsibility at once of removing bim
from a position which enables him to
inflict loss and it may be injury to life
or limb. I am glad to think the
inspector has to be examined, and I trust
it will be & very searching examination,
as to his efficiency. T would like the
examination to go a little farther, from
my knowledge of inspectors, to ascertain
how much common sense they have in
the carrving out of the Act. I am
afraid that cannot be provided for in
the four corners of the Bill. The man
appoieted should have some knowledge
of the business world or of the conflicting
claims between employer and employed,
and between the Government and ma-
chinery holders, and he shounld be able to
exercise the best of all gifts I think a
man can have, the gift of common sense.
I believe it would remove many defects
and objections to some of these Acta if
we gecured the services of that clase of
man for the performance of the duties of
inspector. I did not intend to say as
much ag I have done in regard to this
Bill. I think it is more especially 2 Bill
that should go before Committee and
be dealt with there by those men specially
interested in zome of the particular
clauses of the Bill. It applies to all
classes of machinery, with some little
exemptions, and gives the Governor
certain power to make regulations. There
is the addition of one subject in this Bill
which was not in the measure introduced
in 1903. That is a provision preseribing
how and under what circumstances cer-
tain engines may be driven by non-certi-
ficated persons. Several clavses have
been rvearranged and I think, from my
point of view, they read better and ex-

press the intention of the Government in

[COUNCIL.)

Trans-Australian Rathony.

the matter better than the old Bill. In
that respect the present Bill is an im-
provement on the old one. The repeal of
Acts which it is proposed to repeal will
become mnecessary, and an smendwent
will be made in the Boat Licensing Act
consequent on the passing of this mea-
sure. With regard to Sections 32, 33,
85, and 36 of the Factories Act, this Bill
renders them unnecessary, und it is only
right that they should be repealed, as the
inspection provided for here is that at
present provided for in the Factories
Act. I do not think I need say more at
present. I shall be prepared to deal
with some of the clauses 1n Committes,
and I feel sure that other members also
will deal with some of them. Some of the
clauses are very stringeunt, and possibly
members interested in machinery apart
from agricultural machinery — mining
machinery—will suggest amendments to
these clanses. On the whole, I think the
Bill is vecessary, and it is very largely a
consolidating measure, which to my wmind
is a recommendation.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: As I do
not see any members interested in mining
present, I move the adjournment of the
debate until the next sitting of the
House.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE : I second the
motion. :

Motion passed, and the debate ad-
journed accordingly.

TRANS-AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY, TO
RESERVE LANDS.

Message roceived from the Legislative
Assembly, requesting concurrence in the
following resolution .—

Thet, in the opinion of this House, the
Government shall at once reserve from sale
all rural Crown Jands for 2§ miles on each
side of the proposed route of the Trans-
Australian Railway hetween Kalgoorlie and
the eastern boundary of the State, with & view
to feecilitating the construction of the said
railway, and that the Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth he so advised.

Taer MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. M. Drew): I hep to move that the
Standing Orders be suspended to allow
of this Message being dealt with' at the
present, gilting of the House. TIn doing
80, I may state that the matter is one of
extreme urgency. A few days apo the
Government received a telegram froms Mr.
J. M. ¥owler, representing Perth in the
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House of Representatives, stating that if
the Government.of thisState reservedland
along the proposed Trans-Australian rail-
way voute it would greally facilitate the
carryiog of the Survey Bill through the
Federal Parliament. I immediately
recommended Cabinet to reserve 40 miles
of land on edch side of the line, and
Cabinet adopted and approved of my
recommendation. Since then we have
received a telegram from Sir John Forrest
to the following effect : — _

Re Railway Survey.-—Pleasaconsider whether
you can approve and pass through your Par-
liament, the following resolution :—'*T'hat the
Government of the Commonwealth should be
informed that this Government agrees to
reserve from sale all rural Crown lands for 26
miles on each side of the proposed route of
the railway from Kalgoorlie to the eastern
boundary of the State, for such time as the
Commonwealth Government may oconsider
nacessary, with a viéew to such land being
available for negotiation between this Govern-
ment and the Commonwealth Government,
should the cotistruction of the railway be
approved by the Commonwealth Parlinment.”
If you can do thig at once it will greatly help
us in getting the Sureey Bill through. Inmy
opinign, there is not the least objection to your
doing thig, as it will not interfere with leasing
of land for mining or pastornl purposes or the
selling of town lots. If you approve, wire to
the Prime Minister and to me at once.

Sie E. H. Wrrreroon: Ithought you
said 40 miles.

TaE MINISTER: Previous to receiv-
ing Sir John Forreat's wire, I had
reserved 40 miles on each side of the
line. )

Siz E. H. WirTEroom: The wire says
25 miles.”

Tur MINISTER: That is the step
recommended by Sir John Forrest.

Sz BE. H. Wirtrenoox: It is far too
much. About ten miles would deo.

Tux MINISTER: The result of the
reception of this telegram is that this
resolution has come from another place
for our adoption. If the resclution be
agreed to, this land will be reserved, and
Parliament alone will have the power to
open the reserve. Only land suitable for
rural purposes will be reserved. So far
as I can see, there will be no vbjection to
selling town blocks; so that in the cir-
cumstances 1 think this resolution should
receive the hearty approval of this
Chamber.

Hor. C. E. Demester: Will it affect
pastoral leases ?

[20 Ocronrr, 1904.)
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" to Reserve Lands.

Tae MINISTER. : No; Tam informed
it will not.

Question passed, aud the Standing
Orders suspended.

Tur MINISTER farther moved that

the resolution received from the Legis-
lative Assembly (as read) be concurred
in. -
Hox.J. W. HACKETT (South-West):
The hon. member is aware that there are
alternate routes. Az a matter of fact
there are three routes, or parts of routes.
Do the Government intend to reserve
land on all these routes, or Lo wait until
the survey is completed ?

Tre MINISTER: We had very little
information to go upon; and we simply
took the advice of the experts of our
department and reserved 40 miles on
each side of what we considered would be
the proposed line,

Hox.J. W. Haceerr: The northern
route, or the route direct to Bucla.?

Tee MINISTER: The route direct
from Kalgoorlie to the South Australian
border; oot to Tarcoola.

How. J. W. Hackerr: Fia Eucla.

Tae MINISTER: I think so.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : It is my intentivn to support
theresolution., Ithink thatthecongratu-
lations of this branch of Parliament,
indeed of both branches of Parliament,
are due to Sir John Forrest and the Reid
Government, for haviog, at such an early
stage in their existence, pushed forward
matters in connection with this railway to
Lhe condition in which we now find them.
In expressing my opinion that these con-
gratulations are due, I think I can
express my personal ‘regret, and a regret
which i8 widely felt throughout the
State, at a certain action taken by the
municipal eouncil of the chief city of this
State the other evening when, after
passing a vote of congratulatiou to Sir
John Forrest, they absolutely refused to
pass a like motion with regard to the
Reid Government. I do not wish in any
way to detract from the great work, more
especially in this direction, that Sir John
Forrest has done for this State; but I
think that where honour 1s due, there
should be honour paid; and I feel thatif
the action of the Perth wmunicipal eouncil
goes forth to the Eastern States and to
the world without its being put on record
that the people of Western Australia at
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all events, if not the people of Perth,
show a due appreciation of the efforts of
the Reid Government in this direction,
this State may be misunderastood. I do
not propose, nor do I think it is the place,
to make any amendment to the resolution
hefore the House; but I desired to take
this opportunity of expressing my opinion
at all events upon the action lately taken
by the Perth municipal council.
Question put and passed.

MINES REGULAT%C}ELAf ‘T AMENDMENT

BECOND READING.

Debate resumed from the 13th Qctober.

Hox. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : Sofaras the first two clauses
and the fourth clause of this Bill are
concerned, I have no exception to take,
and have nothing but praise for the Bill ;
bacause these clauses are clearly an
advantage, and give additional powers to
inspectors of mines with regard to wine
managers ; but in regard to the third
clause, it seems to me to be totally out
of place that in a Mines Regulation
Bill, which is formulated for dealing
with matters relating to protection of
life, we should find a clause relating to
the payment of wages. More especially
do I object to this clause when we find
that it is placed in the power of the
Governor-in-Council, that is the Ministry
of the day, to regulate when and at what
intervals wages shounld be paid. It seems
to me absolutely unnecessary to have
such a clause af all; and it is ridiculous
that we should have it in a Mines Regu-
lation Bill. Surely the decision as to
what intervals at which wages should be
paid is solely for the Arbitration Court.
I do not see tbat we are at all called
upon to pass Clause 3 ; and unless farther
information is brought to bear upon the
subject than we have hitherto had, I shall
feel very much inclined, when the clause
is in Committes, to move that it be
gtrack out on the ground that the pay-
ment of wages, both as to the amount to
be paid and as to the method of payment,
can be better decided by the Arbitration
Court than by the Governor-in-Council,
Farthermore the Arbitration Court is
supposed to be, and I trust always will
be, above political infleence. I should
far sooner trust to a body of independen$

[COUNCIL.)

Second rending.

men on the Arbitration Court than to
any Government—and [ am not referring
to the present Government—the guestion
of giving decision in o matter of this
kind. I bey, with the reservation I have
made, to support the second reading of
the Bill.

Hor. Z. LANE (Metropolitan-Sabur-
ban) : The hon, member has just said
what I intended to zay; but I think he
has omitted the principal objection to
Clause 3. Where we have - struggling
mines in the back country, it may be
impossible to pay fortnightly without
cleaning up fortnightly, and in some
places banks are so far removed from the
scene of operations that it will be a
serious matter indeed to have to pay
fortnightly. The big mines with capital
in the big centres can pay fortnightly;
but the most serious objection to the
clause is the fact that struggling mines
with no capital will have to clean up
fortnightly in order to pay fortnightly.
This 18 one reason why I object to the
clavse; and I shall support the hon.
member if he moves to strike it out.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS (in
reply): There has been a strong demand
for a provision of this nature throughout
the State, In ulmost every district of
the State there has been n demand, not
only from the workers but from the
business peopls, who desire apecial
legislation in this direction. I think itis
particularly appropriate to include such a

rovigion in a measure of this kind, as it
18 called an Act to amend the Mines
Regulation Act. It is not intended that
this provision shall apply to every wmine
throughout the State. The Government
will have to exercise a great deal of
discretion.

Hox. W. KINGSMILL :
ment may not,

Tur MINISTER: Everv Government
worthy of the coofidence of the people,
and baving the confidence of the
people, will exercise reasovable discretion
and will only apply ‘the provision where
it is deemed desirable. At present the
Governwent cannoot insist on fortnightly
pays, and business people are forced to
give men a month’s credit. Some dis-
honest men get credit at the stores and
boarding-houses and at the end of the
month depart. o

Every Govern-
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Hon. M. L. Moss:
forced to give credit.

Hon. Z. Lave: They can do that
fortnightly just the same.

Tee MINISTER: Ithink after con-
siderution members will see this clause
should stand.

Question put and’ passed.

Bill read a second time.

People are not

IN COMMITTEE,
Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Inspector may give notice of
dangerons and defective matters not

provided for: ,
Hon. Z. LANE moved an amend-
ment : ’ :

" That in line 2 the words “or any other
machinery and plant” be atruck out.

‘We should not have two claeses of in-
spectors. All wmachinery should cowme
under the Inspection of Machinery Bill.

Tae MINISTER: If these words
were struck out it would be necessary to
strike out & line and u-half.

Hox. M, L. MOBS: It would be
absurd to agree to the amendment. If
the words were struck out, then the
clapse would only apply to & shaft ora
drive in a mine. It was known that the
greatest numbér of accidents occurred
through the breaking down of machinery
and not through accidents in a shaft or
drive, o ’ ‘

Amendment put and negatived. ‘

Hon. G. RANDELL: What was the
meaning of the words in the first para-
graph, “ addressed in general terma ?”

Tae MixisreR: It may be a legal

phrase., ‘

Clause passed. .

"Clavse 3 — Bi-monthly payment of
wages : ‘ N

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: The :argu-
‘ments used by the Minister had great
force; but this provision should not be
contained in the Bill. If regulations
- were to be made and decisions arrived at,
not only as Lo the amount of wages but
"how they were to be paid, there wasu
‘tribunal in Western Australia to arrive
at these decisions. He: moved that the
clause be struck out.

Tee CuatRmMaN: The hon. member
could vote in-the negative.

Hox. C. SOMMERS: Hurm might be
done if it were made compulsory for
mines to pay fortnightly. Still hardship
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was done to business people by monthly
pays. No doubt the Government would
use their discretion.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: This was a bit
of grandwmotherly legislation. Next we
should bave the Government bringing
down & Bill providing for the time we
should have our meals or retire to rest at
night.  This was a question between
employer and employee; and as far as
buginess people were concerned, they
should use their own discretion as to
giving credit or not. We should not
legislate as to whether the employer
should pay wages fortnightly or monthly.
He would vote against the clause, and
against any radical legislation brought
down to the House. He would oppose it
t.x]};mh and npail, not fencing with it at
all. .
Clause put, and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes w6
Noes .. 1
Majority against ... 5
AYRS, Noxs.
Hon, J, M, Drew Hon, E. M. {larke
Hon. R, D. McEeazie Hon. C. E. Dem r
Hon, M. L. Moaa Hou, J. W, Hackett
Hon, G, Randell Hon. W. Kingsmill
Hon, C. Bommaers Houn. Z, Lans
Hon. J, A, Thomson Hoo. J. W. Longsford
(Tellar). Hon. E, Manrt.{
Hon. R. F. Sholl
Hon. 8ir E. Wittenoom
Hon, J. W, Wright
Hon. ¥, Hamersley
(Toller).

Clause thus negatived, and struck out.
Clause 4—agreed to. :
Preamble, Title—nagreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 832 o'clock,
until. Tuesday, lst November (the
Nutional Show intervening).



